
Minutes of 

POINT AND SANDWICK DEVELOPMENT TRUST

Meeting of Tuesday 6 October 2009 

Aird at 7pm

1.  Present: Scott Connor, Jean Staines, Liz Chaplin, Angus 
MacCormack, Donald John MacSween, Calum Macdonald, Willie 
MacFarlane, Andrew Mackenzie, Donald MacRitchie,  Alex Murray, 
Apologies: Jenny Pain, Donald Macdonald, George Macdonald, 
Kenneth D Macdonald, Catherine Mackinnon

2. Matters Arising:   JS reported on the availability of data and of 
software for formalising and expanding the membership list.  After a 
discussion, it was agree that JS with the help of SC would purchase 
the required data and software, plus a laptop and a printer.  Action: 
JS, SC

3. Lease:   A copy of the letter from the Factor at the Stornoway Trust 
had been distributed.  The letter offered a lease for the land at 
Beinn Ghrideag provided a number of conditions were agreed to. 
The Committee discussed the conditions and it was noted that the 
condition regarding access by Lewis Windpower had to worded so 
that any damage caused by LWP access would be reinstated or 
compensated for, and that it would not impede the operation of the 
PSDT turbines.  On that basis, the Committee agreed to accept the 
lease offer.  Action: CM

4. Planning Consent:   The Forestry Commission had looked at the BG 
site and they believed that the road layout would have to be altered 
because of the presence of deep peat.  They were preparing a 
report with recommendations and it might mean that the planning 
consent would have to be altered slightly.  More positively, the new 
layout might be suitable for a future development on the Melbost 
apportionment.  WM said he would provide maps.  Action: WM, CM



                     CM reported that he had been in touch with NATS about their 
response to our Atmos radar report.  NATS had apologised for the delay 
and said that they would chase it up.  They also admitted over the phone 
that the planning objection was “overkill” but that they were erring on the 
side of caution because of their lack of knowledge.

5. Charitable Status Update:   OSCR had now agree to our registration 
as a charity but had recommended a small change to our 
Memorandum of Association to qualify us for automatic charitable 
tax relief status.  The Committee discussed this and decided to 
recommend the change to a Special General Meeting on 27 October. 
Notice would be sent out to all members, together with an advance 
notice of the date of the AGM. Action: CM

6. Finance and Accounts:   A small amount had been discovered still in 
the old Point Power Steering Committee Accounts which would need 
to be transferred to the new PSDT Account.  The latest quarterly 
statement of the PSDT account was now available from the bank. 
Roddy Cunningham had agreed to present the annual accounts at 
the AGM on 4 Dec.

7. AOB:   None.


