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th
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Minutes 
 

Minutes 

The Chairman opened the meeting with the minutes of the AGM held on Friday 14
th

 January 

2011 at Ionad Stoodie.  The minutes were approved without amendment.  Proposed by Donald 

Taylor and seconded by Angus McCormack. 

 

Chairman’s Report  

Donald John MacSween gave a report on the year’s activities. 

 

He said that PST was still on target to reach financial close with the Cooperative Bank in June 

and to begin construction at the site in July.  The three turbines would be commissioned and 

connected to the grid by the end of the year, and start distributing the first benefits to the 

community early in 2013. 

 

He explained that this year’s AGM had been delayed in the hope that he could announce that we 

had at long last secured the lease for the wind farm site at Beinn Ghrideag.  Unfortunately, he 

was disappointed to announce that PST was still waiting for approval of the lease from Amec-

EDF (Lewis Windpower).  

 

He explained that although we had reached agreement with the Stornoway Trust on a detailed 

lease for the use of the Beinn Ghrideag site last December, Amec-EDF had to approve the lease 

as a result of the rights earlier granted to them by the Stornoway Trust.  Amec-EDF were still 

withholding their consent and without that, we could not make any further progress.   

 

The agreement with the Stornoway Trust in December set out the rent and other payments we 

will be making to the Trust.  He estimated that PST will be paying the Stornoway Trust around 

£90,000 a year once Beinn Ghrideag starts operating, and a further £50,000 a year to Sandwick 

North St.  That would probably make PST the single biggest source of income for the Stornoway 

Trust. 

 

Unfortunately, under the terms of the lease held by Amec-EDF over the Stornoway Trust estate, 

Amec have a big say over developments that take place even on township common grazings.  

Getting the lease approved by Amec has proved a lot harder, taken a lot longer, and will cost us a 

lot more money, than he had hoped or expected. 

 

A number of new conditions and requirements were requested by Amec, and PST had agreed to 

all of them apart from one new condition which the Board felt would undermine their position as 



a community trust.  He would not say any more about as the discussions are still on-going but he 

expressed his disappointment and anger at the length of time it has taken and the fact that Amec-

EDF were demanding such terms. 

 

 

Highlights of the Year 

 

In August last year, PST agreed Heads of Terms with the Cooperative bank for a loan of £13.6 

million to build Beinn Ghrideag.  This is the first stage in a complicated application which will 

only be completed with financial close, hopefully in June. 

 

In December, a Memorandum of Agreement was signed with Bethesda committing PST to 

provide £55,000 every year to Bethesda from the Beinn Ghrideag wind farm once it is 

operational.  He was delighted that PST were able to make this long-term commitment to 

Bethesda and he looked forward to making the first payment in 2013. 

In January, PST was successful in a bid for £500,000 from Social Investment Scotland which 

will be used for construction costs this summer.  We also received a small £17,000 loan from the 

Council which was used for technical development studies, including a geo-tech survey at the 

site last summer.   

 

Apart from that small loan, PST had to work over the past year on a shoe-string and managed it 

thanks only to the support and understanding of the lawyers (HBJ Gateley), the technical 

advisors (SgurrEnergy), the contractors (UBC), and the accountants, (Mann Judd), for which 

PST was very grateful.  DJ also thanked our steady supporters in Community Energy Scotland, 

especially Kathleen MacDonald, and paid particular tribute to Development Director, Calum 

MacDonald, for his tireless work in keeping everything moving forward over these difficult 

months. 

 

DJ set out the tasks for the coming year as: 

 

- to finally get the lease documents approved and signed 

- to reach financial close with the Coop Bank, once we have these lease documents 

- to make a new application to the Big Lottery for some additional funding for the 
construction costs 

- to build and commission the three turbines on the common grazings at Beinn Ghrideag by 
the grid connection date of December 31

st
. 

 

Finally, he announced that PST would start a new round of local consultation in Point and 

Sandwick to update the Community Development Plan from 2009 and make sure it is in line 

with the current needs and opportunities of the community.  A questionnaire will be sent to every 

home in Point and Sandwick in the coming week, and he asked for a maximum return so that we 

have as a high a response rate as possible as part of the Lottery application. 

 

 

Accounts  
The accounts for the year were produced and approved by the membership.  



 

Election of Board and Auditors 

A list of the currently registered Directors was read out.  Matt Bruce of Upper Garrabost 

proposed re-election of all current Directors and Donald MacDonald of Upper Garrabost 

seconded the motion.  The members present approved the motion. 

 

The re-appointment of Mann Judd as auditors was approved. 

 

Proposed Ordinary Resolution 

It was unanimously approved that the existing Article 19 of the Memorandum Articles of 

Association be amended to replace the word ‘ten’ with the word ‘twelve’ and the word ‘five’ 

with the word ‘twelve’. 

 

AOCB 

It was acknowledged that Calum MacDonald’s presentation at the Assessors’ Conference in 

November 2011 generated much interest and debate, as did his subsequent presentation to 

Holyrood officials. 

   

The Board was publically thanked for its work over the past year and the meeting concluded. 

 

 

ORDINARY MEETING 

 

The Chairman welcomed Stuart Beattie of Isles Power who gave a presentation on the various 

road and site works to be carried out later in the year in preparation for the arrival of the turbines.  

 

This was followed by an introduction to, and an explanation of, the forthcoming Community 

Consultation under the direction of Derek McKim.  This will update the 2009 Community 

Development Plan.  A questionnaire will be sent to every home in Point and Sandwick. 

 

The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and continued support and the meeting was 

concluded. 


