
MINUTES 

POINT AND SANDWICK POWER 

COMMITTEE MEETING  

21 MAY 2009 7pm 

AIRD COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Present: Donald John MacSween, Angus MacCormack, Jean Staines, Donald Taylor, Donald 

Macritchie, Andrew Mackenzie, George Macdonald, Calum MacDonald, K D Macdonald, 

Norman Macleod, Scott Connor, Willie MacFarlane 

Apologies: Nan Morrison, Jane Macintosh, Liz Chaplin, Donald Macdonald 

1. Minutes.  The Minutes of the last meeting were read and agreed. 

 

2. Accounts and Financial Report.  The Annual Accounts up to June 2008 were read and 

approved.  CM reported that Community Energy Scotland had approved a further 

£17,000 to cover costs incurred so far in the planning application and also new costs 

to come such as the Section 75 agreement.  He would ask the accountants to provide 

an up to date statement for the next meeting. ACTION: CM 

 

 

3.  Planning Application.  DJ reported that conditional planning consent had been 

received subject to HIAL and NATS dropping their objections.  CM reported that HIAL 

seemed to be moving but that NATS were still maintaining their position as set out in 

a recent letter which was circulated to the Committee.  Atmos would be 

commissioned to do some further work to try and answer NATS’ concerns.  The 

Committee welcomed the conditional planning consent as a significant achievement 

and thanked CM for his work. 

 

4.  Community Consultation Meetings.  DJ and AM reported on the consultation 

meetings hosted by Point and Sandwick Community Councils, both of which had 

been very successful.  There was a good deal of overlap between the priorities and 

concerns identified at both meetings.  The Committee thanked Jane Macintosh, Liz 

Chaplin and Diane Murray for their work on the meetings.  A report on the meetings 

was being drawn up and would be circulated to the Committee members.  The 



Committee would then discuss it at the next meeting.  ACTION: CM to circulate 

report. 

 

 

5.  Big Lottery.  CM reported that the deadline for completion of the application had 

been shifted to July in line with the recommendation of Rona Mackay and a decision 

would not be expected before October.  Rona had also recommended that the 

application should only be for capital costs and that revenue funding should be 

sought instead from the Climate Change Challenge Fund.  The Committee agreed to 

this.  ACTION: CM 

 

6.  Memorandums of Understanding.  Bethesda and An Lanntair had both agreed to 

sign the Memorandums.  It was agreed that DJ should organise the signing.  ACTION: 

DJ 

 

 

7.  Charitable Status.  DJ, DT and CM signed the Trustee forms for the OSCR application.  

ACTION: CM 

 

8.  Stornoway Trust Lease and Next Steps.  CM reported on his discussion with the 

Factor after the conditional planning consent had been given.  The Factor said that 

their Renewables Sub-Cttee had met the previous Friday and that Simon Fraser had 

been asked to draw up a lease.   However, the Factor also said that there was 

continuing uncertainty because the lease with Amec included the land at Beinn 

Ghridaig and so Amec’s intentions needed to be clarified.  They had not previously 

stated an intention to develop that area but the Halcrow Fox Report in January had 

now identified that area as having development potential and so Amec might wish to 

revise its plans.  If so, the Factor felt that they were under a moral obligation to be 

helpful to Amec as well as possibly a legal obligation.  The Committee discussed the 

situation and were unanimously of the view that: Amec were fully aware of and had 

implicitly consented to the PSDT use of Beinn Ghridaig; the Sty Trust should be 

actively promoting community owned wind farms in preference to private schemes; 

and, because the Sty Trust was likely to remain dilatory in developing its own 

community owned wind farms, that PSDT should move ahead with its own proposals 

for further development.  To that latter end, it was decided to write to Melbost and 

Branhuie Grazings Cttee to invite them to develop the area of land adjacent to Beinn 



Ghridaig along the same lines as had been done with Sandwick North St.  ACTION: 

CM 

 

9.  AOB.  The Committee agreed that a Press Release should be issued welcoming the 

conditional planning consent and also looking forward to finalising the lease 

agreement with the Stornoway Trust. 

 

DJ closed the Meeting. 

 

 

 


