
Minutes 

Point and Sandwick Development Trust

21 December 2009, Aird Hall

Present: Donald John MacSween, Calum MacDonald, Donald Taylor, Scott 
Conner, Liz Chaplin, Alex John Murray, Apologies: Angus MacCormack, 

Jean Staines, Nan Morrison, Katherine Morrison, Donald Macritchie, Donnie 
Macdonald

1. Minutes and Matters Arising.  The Minutes of 17 Nov were 
accepted. On Item 4, CM reported that NATS has sent an email 
saying that the Whitelee tests had proved “positive”.  He was 
waiting to learn the ramifications for Beinn Ghrideag.  On Item 5, the 
Enercon presentation would now take place in January.

2. Registration of Directors with Companies House.  It was 
agreed that this would be a permanent item on the agenda until the 
new Directors List was agreed with Companies House.  ACTION: 
DM

3. Training Program for PSDT Board.  There was an extensive 
discussion on the training needs for the Board, including the need 
for training required for charitable boards with large amounts of 
money to disburse.  It was agreed that PSDT would join the 
Development Trusts Association and ask them and CES to provide 
suitable training.  Such training should be organised before June 
2010 so as to prepare the Board for the appointment of a 
Community Development Manager as proposed in the Community 
Development Business Plan.  Such training should also prepare the 
Board in the procedures and criteria for investing large sums in 
community development.  ACTION: CM

4. Charitable Status.  Charitable status has been confirmed and 
PSDT is now registered as a Scottish charity.

5. Trading Subsidiary: Point and Sandwick Power.  Following on 
from the useful presentation by Roddy Cunningham at the last 
meeting, it was agreed that RC should be employed as a Business 
Advisor to PSP, as well as an Accountant to PSDT and PSP. It was 
also agreed that:



- Future PSDT agendas should always include a report from 
PSP

- The first meeting of the PSP committee should include DJ, 
CM, DM and RC as Business Advisor

- The agenda of the first meeting should include a report 
from RC about: i) the composition of the PSP Board; ii) the 
recruitment of the Wind Farm Development Director; and 
iii) a timeline for actions by PSP in 2010

- Katherine Mackinnon would advise on the recruitment 
process for the Development Director

- The PSDT Board would make the final decisions on the 
composition of the PSP Board and the appointment of the 
Wind Farm Development Director.

6.  Membership Database Update.  SC reported that the 
arrangements to have the database computerised were progressing. 
It was agreed that PSDT would need to register with the Data 
Protection Office when the database was ready.  

7. Report from EcoHeb Meeting.  DJ reported on the recent EcoHeb 
meeting, which included a presentation by Dennis Malone on ERDF 
funding, and by Ian Robertson of smartestenergy on the market for 
renewable electricity.

8.  AOB.  DJ would circulate the date of the next meeting.


