
Minutes of Point and Sandwick Trust Meeting

18 May 2010

7pm Aird Hall

Present: Donald John MacSween, George Ken Macdonald, Liz 
Chaplin, KD MacDonald, Donald Macritchie, Willie MacFarlane, 
Calum MacDonald, Andrew Mackenzie

Apologies: Katherine Mackinnon, Angus MacCormack, Jenny Pain, 
Scott Connor

1. Matters Arising.    The Minutes of the 11 March were agreed. 

a) Training forms were distributed and filled in to be sent 
back to Wendy Reid.  ACTION: CM

b)  A quote for Directors insurance from Stevenson’s of 
Glasgow was distributed.  They offered a discount to 
Community Energy Scotland members.  It was agreed to 
accept their quote.  ACTION: CM

2.  Planning Conditions.   The sole surviving objector, HIAL, had 
confirmed that they were dropping their objection but it 
required a change in the Stornoway Airport procedures 
which had to be processed and which we would have to pay 
for, costing around £1,000.  We had asked for this to be 
actioned asap but we were still waiting for it to be done.

3.  Big Lottery and Grid Connection.  CM reported that SSE had 
withdrawn their commitment to provide a grid connection in 
the summer of 2011 and were instead saying that October 
2013 was the earliest date.  As a result, the Big Lottery had 
rejected our funding application.  (The Lottery had granted 
conditional funding to three schemes that were less than 
1MW - Tolsta, Galson, Horshader - on condition that a 2011 
grid connection may still be confirmed.)  The Committee 
unanimously condemned SSE for this breach of the 
understanding reached at the meeting with Alan Macdonald 
of SSE in Inverness in August last year, and which had been 
the basis of discussions between SSE and our turbine 
supplier, Enercon, right up to January.  It was agreed to 



work with Community Energy Scotland and with other 
community projects affected (eg Uist) to put pressure on 
SSE to connect us to the grid next summer as promised.  It 
was agreed to use the media in this effort, as well as making 
direct appeals to Ofgem, National Grid, Scottish Gov, and UK 
Gov.  If successful in getting the grid connection 
commitment restored, PSDT would be able to reapply again 
to the Lottery after June, although it is likely that the 
Lottery would also require a ballot of the whole Point and 
Sandwick Community to confirm local community support. 
ACTION: CM, DJ.

4.  Stornoway Trust Lease Update.  The Trust had still to 
provide a date for the long-promised meeting (first 
requested in the summer of 2009).  The Committee agreed 
to canvass a range of solicitors about the status of 
apportioned land which landowners wish to use for wind 
farm development, but this should be done cost-effectively 
and not involve great expenditure by PSDT.

5.  Finance Update.  CM reported on persistent difficulties with 
the PSDT account at the Clydesdale Bank.  This had resulted 
in the account being closed without notice by the Banks 
mainland offices for being £5 overdrawn.  This was done 
without notice, and despite the Bank still retaining £160 in 
the original Point Steering Committee account.  It was 
agreed to close that account as well and open a new account 
for PSDT at the Royal Bank of Scotland.  ACTION: DJ, Donnie 
Macdonald and CM.

6.  Membership Database Update.  It was agreed to have a 
stand at the Point Show and to ask Diane Matheson to help 
organise the presentations and displays.  It was agreed to 
use the PSDT and PSP logos we had commissioned on a 
temporary basis.  ACTION: DJ, Diane M.

7. Registration of Directors with Companies House.    The 
following elected and co-opted Directors still needed to be 



registered: Duncan Mackay, Nan Morrison, Angus 
MacCormack, Liz Chaplin, Murdo Livingstone.  These 
Directors needed to go to Roddy Cunningham’s office to fill 
in the appropriate forms.  The following Directors who had 
resigned also needed to be registered as having done so: DJ 
Macdonald, A Ferguson, J Staines.  Roddy Cunningham had 
advised that it was no longer a legal requirement for one the 
Directors to be designated as the Company Secretary in 
order to carry out this task.  He further offered to carry out 
this role on behalf of PSDT in the future and to notify 
Companies House accordingly.  The Committee agreed with 
this suggestion and asked that RC fulfill this role in the 
future.  The Committee further agreed that after future 
AGMs, it would be the duty of newly elected or co-opted 
Directors to go to RC’s office and ensure that they were 
properly registered.  This would end the current situation 
where Donnie had to chase people to get the appropriate 
forms filled in.

8.  AOB.    There was no additional business. 


