
Minutes of meeting of Point and Sandwick Power* 
Held on Monday 15th December 2008, Aird Hall

Sedurunt

Donald John MacSween, Jenny Pain, Calum Macdonald, Jean Staines, Katherine Mackinnon, Donald 
Macritchie, Donald Macdonald, Donald Taylor

Apologies

Scott Connor, Angus MacCormack, K D Macdonald, Nan Morrison, Kenny MacSween, Murdo Maclennan

1. Minutes of AGM held on 7th November 2006

The minutes were agreed as a correct record.

2. Matters Arising

None

3. Chairman’s Report

Donald John MacSween reported on the good progress made during the last three years.  We have established 
the company and reached the point of putting in the planning application.  This is still awaiting minor details and 
we hope to have the application ready for approval in April 2009.  We now have to make strategic changes to the 
company and form a development trust.  

Donald  John  paid  tribute  to  all  the  directors  and  the  Point  and  Sandwick  community,  particularly  Calum 
Macdonald, for the immense amount of work he has engaged in and the dedication he has shown.  This was 
supported by the rest of the committee.

Calum Macdonald reported on how the company has applied to build the biggest community owned windfarm in 
Britain, providing huge benefits to Point, Sandwick and the Western Isles.  The property will be located on the 
Pentland Road, on the Sandwick North Street Grazings land.  Positive meetings have taken place with Sandwick 
who have agreed to “host” the windfarm and the name change of the company reflects the good relationship that 
has emerged.

There have been 4 objections to the planning application, including:

i) SNH and RSPB; another bird survey was required in 2008 to satisfy these bodies and allay concerns 
about Red Diver pairs.

ii) NATS & HIAL; NATS objected to the windfarm impact on transatlantic traffic and HIAL state the 
airport zone should be free of obstacles.  We are hopeful all these objections will be overcome.

iii) Laxdale Community Council thinks the land is in their remit.  Sandwick do not agree with this view.

Following planning consent around £11 million is required to proceed, which will be borrowed.  We have help 
to go through this process.

Point Power initiative has enabled a network of local community councils, and a formalised cooperative of a 
number of community energy companies in the Western Isles exists to service the interests of these CEC’s.



Calum was questioned as to whether the planned area is close to the Pentland Road.  The site is at the Achmore 
fork.  The site was chosen as it is far enough from the town to not impact on residents, but not too far to impede 
building the structures.

In the future, once the site is established and the road improved there may be work on other apportionments 
further along the road. There is a lot of scope for future expansion.  CEC’s need to be aware of the Stornoway 
Trust and commercial developers being allocated land.

Questioned as  to  whether  we  would develop in  parallel  with other  organisations  in  the  cooperative  Calum 
responded we could join together at some stage to enhance buying power.  We are a year away from purchasing 
any structures,  putting in  the  infrastructure  and grid  connections.   All  CEC’s  are  at  the  same  stage at  the 
moment.

4. Report of Accounts

The company is currently in profit, with and input of £10,000 from the Big Lottery and 3 times £1,000 from 
Councillors ward initiatives, although one of these is still outstanding.  The planning fees have been paid, and 
the current balance is in credit of around £7,000.

The accounts were approved by the committee.

5. Election of Directors

All current directors were happy to stand for re-election.  Donnie Macdonald, Jenny Pain, Andrew Macritchie, 
Katherine MacKinnon and Donald John MacSween retired and were nominated to be re-elected by Alex John 
Murray and seconded by Norman Macleod.

A  further  six  directors  were  co-opted  onto  the  committee  –  Jean  Staines,  George  Macdonald,  Angus 
McCormack, Nan Morrison, Alex John Murray and Norman Macleod.

6. Resolutions

The new phase requires a change to a Development Trust.  The committee agreed in principle to the changes. 
These are now required to go to a special general meeting, details of which need to be sent to all members.  In 
order for the changes to be accepted 75% of all attendees at the meeting must vote to accept.  Maggie to check 
regulations and confirm legalities.  The date of the special meeting was set for Monday 9th January 2009.

7. A.O.B.

None

*Point Power and Energy Company Ltd T/A Point and Sandwick Power



Distribution

Donald John MacSween djmacsween@cne-siar.gov.uk
Donnie Macdonald dmac221@hotmail.com
Calum Macdonald calum.macdonald@gmail.com
Katherine Mackinnon kmackinnon@cne-siar.gov.uk
Donnie Taylor donnie.taylor@btinternet.com 
Donald Macritchie Donald.macritchie@lews.uhi.ac.uk
Andrew Mackenzie andken0195@hotmail.com 
Jean Staines jstaines@cne-siar.gov.uk 
Angus McCormack a.mccormack@cne-siar.gov.uk
Jenny Pain kennels@hebrides.net
George Macdonald gkmacdonald@btinternet.com
Norman Macleod ndotmacleod@btinternet.com
Alex John Murray alexjohnmurray@aol.com
Nan Morrison nahearrach@aol.com
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